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Chapter 18: Renewing the Sectional Struggle
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The Popular Sovereignty Panacea

* Popular Sovereignty: people of a territory determine their territory's
status of slavery. Meant to be a compromise.

* (1848 election) the Democrats chose General Lewis Cass. Pro-slavery;
he supported popular sovereignty.

Lewis Cass



Political Triumphs for General Taylor

* The Whigs chose Zachary Taylor. No
official stance on slavery, but he did own
many slaves.

* The Free Soil Party was created by
antislavery men who didn't trust Lewis
Cass or Taylor.

* Argued slavery would kill wage labor.

e Zachary Taylor won the election of 1848




Political Cartoon (1848)

 Context

Zachary Taylor was the Whig’s candidate for president.
He was famous for being a general in the Mexican War

 Audience

Potential voters

* Purpose

To draw attention to the fact that Taylor’s fame came
from fighting/killing Mexicans

e Point of View

Most likely a Democrat cartoon trying to promote their
own candidate, Lewis Cass.

AN AVAILABLE CANDIDATE.

THE ONE QUALIFICATION FOR A WHIG PRESIDENT,
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“Californy” Gold

* In 1848, gold was discovered in
California. The California gold rush brought
violence and disease but also a large number
of people to CA.

* Southerners objected to California's
admission as a free state - upset the balance
of free and slave states in the Senate.




How times have changed...

2015

People in California hoped People in California
to find gold near the water hoped to find water
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Sectional Balance and the Underground
Railroad
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* Harriet Tubman: an illiterate runaway gt

THE UNDERGROUND

slave, Underground Railroad | S

The Underground Railroad was neither underground nor a
railroad, but a system of loosely connected safe havens
where those escaping the brutal conditions of slavery
were sheltered, fed, clothed, nursed, concealed, disguised,

and instructed during their' journey to freedom. Although

. e a n e this movement was one of America's greateést social,
’ l I I moral, and humanitarian endeavors; the details ebout it

were often cloaked in secrecy to protect those involved

from the retribution of civil law -and slave-catchers.
Ohio’s history has been permanently

o (] (]
shaped by the thousands of runaway
stricter fugitive-slave laws e R
L] esidence in this state.

OF O0DOT AND FRIENDS OF FREEDOM SOCIETY.

TWENTY-EIGHT FUGITIVES ESCAPING FROM TIE EASTERN SHORE OF MARYLAND,



The Underground Railroad




Routes of the Underground Railroad
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Twilight of the Senatorial Giants

* The congressional debate of 1850 addressed the admission of
California to the Union

e Henry Clay, the "Great Compromiser,” Suggested that the North
enact a stricter fugitive-slave law.

* John Calhoun, the "Great Nullifier," Wanted a united South to
potentially leave the Union.

* Daniel Webster called for concessions and support of Clay's proposals
- Collapse of Union worse than slavery.







Deadlock and Danger on Capital Hill

 William H. Seward: senator of New York;
opposed slavery and opposed Clay's proposals.

* Argued that God's moral law was higher than the
Constitution.

* President Taylor opposed slavery, ready to veto
any compromise.
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Zachary Taylor




Compromise of 1850
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Breaking the Congressional Logjam

* In 1850, President Taylor died
suddenly and Vice President Millard
Fillmore signed a series of
compromises contained within
the Compromise of 1850.

e California was admitted as a free
state, New Mexico and Utah were
open to popular sovereignty.

e Second “Era of Good Feelings”



Balancing the Compromise Scales

* The Fugitive-Slave Law of 1850 - fleeing slaves could not testify on
their own behalf and denied a jury trial.

* Northerners who aided escaping slaves were subject to fines and jail

time.
GO TO JAIL.

GO DIRECTLY TO JAIL.
DO NOT PASS GO.
DO NOT COLLECT $200. ‘9
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Read and Ponder

FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW!|
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Which disregards all the ordinary securities of PERSONAL
LIBERTY, which tramples on the Ceonstitution, by its denial

y izhts of Trial by Jury, Habeas Corpus, and Appeal, and which enacts, that the Cardinal Virtues of
?Tfh‘rli‘:ﬁ::;mlagll be considered, in the eye of the law, as r‘RIMP.!!. punishable with the severest penalties,—

Fines and Imprisonment.

Freemen of Massachusells, REMEMBER, ThatSamuel A. Elliott of Boston, voted for this law, that Mil-

lard Filmore, our whig President approved it and the Whig Journals of Massachusetts sustain them in this iniquity.




Millard Fillmore
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Defeat and Doom for the Whigs

* In 1852, the Democrats chose Franklin
Pierce. Supported the Compromise of
1850 and the Fugitive Slave Law.

* The Whigs chose Winfield Scott. He also
supported the Compromise of 1850 and
the Fugitive Slave Law.

* The votes for the Whig party were split

* Franklin Pierce won the election of
1852. The election of 1852 marked the
end of the Whig party.

Franklin Pierce



Free Soil Party (Third Party

100%

Q0%
B0%
John P. Hale

T0%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

BFederalist  @MNational Republican Ovwhig  BRepublican  BEBulMoose  @Cther  BMon-Partisian EDemocratic EDemocratic-Republican



Expansionist Stirrings South of the Border

* The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty — Land
rights in Nicaragua

e “Slavocrats” and William Walker —
Expand slavery into Latin America
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Map of Latin
America
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The Allure of Asia

e Opium War: fought between Brifaih and China over the rights of
British traders to trade opium in China; Britain won in 1842,

* Treaty of Wanghia: 1844 — Expanded American trade rights in China
. Treaty of Kanagawa 1854 — Opened American trade with Japan

Matthew C. Perry




Pacific Railroad Promoters and the Gadsden
Purchase

* Transcontinental Railroad — Connect CA with the East.

 Gadsden Purchase - Settled land dispute between Mexico and the US.
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Pacific Railroad Promoters and the Gadsden
Purchase

* Southerners argued that the railroad should run through Texas and
the New Mexico territory

* Texas already a state and New Mexico territory was formally organized

* The proposed Northern rallroad route ran through unorganized
Nebraska territory.  «.qfimi~ THE-PACIFIC RAILROADS
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Douglas’” Kansas-Nebraska Scheme

e Stephen A. Douglas: Senator who tried to
break the deadlock over westward
expansion;

* Proposed Territory of Nebraska be sliced
into two territories, Kansas and Nebraska.

* Popular sovereignty to decide if slave or free.

 This Kansas-Nebraska Act conflicted with the
Missouri Compromise of 1820.

e X ‘ . TN~
jttyh N ¥ >

Stephen A. Douglas



BRITISH NORTH AMERICA
4 (CANADA)
0% ME
2 -
%" VI \
&) MINNESOTA N.H;
OREGON Z Vo 2 A S : -MASS.
TERRITORY/ PERRIAORT A e /18 S —INY. s
B NEBRASKA S - VN
TERRITORY 3 \MICH. £ ~% ; C})Ns'l.
198 IOWA | : PN
na R et
OHIO [METTine ' pey
UTAH ILL. | IND. D A ™MD ;
ey TERRITORY : VA. ‘ :
AL KANSAS TERRITORY MO
OCEA 1854 : KY. o 3
i Line 36 30 L.
CALIFORNIA s sour G =1 TENN.
INDIAN SC
NEW MEXICO TERRITORY ARK. S
TERRITORY GA
Miss.| ALA. ‘ ATLANTIC
LA ‘\.l-xl_ -“‘u.\
TEXAS \ )
FLA.
Free state or lerritory 3
Slave stateorterritory Y [ Gul A
Opened to slavery by principle of popular
sovereignty, Compromise of 1850 MEXICO 0 250 500 miles
Opened to slavery by principle of popular f —_— .
sovereignty, Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 0 250 500 kilometers

Tre Kansas-Nesraska AcT oF 1854




Kansas-Nebraska Act




Congress Legislates a Civil War

* The Republican Party -
formed in the Mid-West and it
was morally against
slavery. Included foes of the
Kansas-Nebraska Act.

* Eventually rallied the

disaffected members of the
Whigs.




Overview of Slavery in the West




