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Chapter 2: The Planting of English America



Who – Where – When 

• The Spanish were at Santa Fe in 1610.

• The French were at Quebec in 1608.

• The English were at Jamestown, Virginia in 1607



England’s Imperial Stirrings

• King Henry VIII
• English Reformation 1532 - 1534: 

Catholic  Protestant

• Daughter Elizabeth becomes 
queen in 1558.

Queen Elizabeth King Henry VIII



Elizabeth Energizes England

• Francis Drake
• Privateer (state sponsored pirate) 

sailed around the globe looting the 
Spanish

Sir Francis Drake – AKA El Draco (The Dragon)



Elizabeth Energizes England

• England’s Turning Point
• The Spanish Armada (1588)



England on the Eve of an Empire

• Late 1500s Economic Depression
• Less opportunity in England.



England Plants the Jamestown Seedling
• Virginia Company gets a charter from King 

James I and settles Jamestown in 1607.

• Captain John Smith (1608)
• Steps into leadership role.

• The “Starving Time” of 1609-1610
• Most settlers die of starvation (500  60)



Real John Smith            Disney John Smith



Captain John Smith primary source
Countrymen, the long experience of our late miseries I hope is sufficient to persuade everyone 
to a present correction of himself, And think not that either my pains nor the adventurers' 
purses will ever maintain you in idleness and sloth...

...the greater part must be more industrious, or starve...

You must obey this now for a law, that he that will not work shall not eat (except by sickness 
he be disabled). For the labors of thirty or forty honest and industrious men shall not be 
consumed to maintain a hundred and fifty idle loiterers.

~John Smith (1609)



The Starving Time

“Burial of the Dead” 
– Sidney E. King 

(1950s)




Settling Jamestown



Culture Clash in the Chesapeake

• Lord De La Warr (1610)
• New Governor: First Anglo-Powhatan 

War

• Second Anglo-Powhatan War in 1644.

• By 1685, the English considered the 
Powhatan people to be extinct.

Thomas West – 3rd Lord De La Warr



Indian’s New World

• Disease had a devastating effect on Native 
Americans.



Virginia: Child of Tobacco

• John Rolfe
• Married Pocahontas

• Tobacco

• House of Burgesses (1619)
• First elected legislature

• Royal Colony (1624)

King 
James I



John Rolfe and Pocahontas



Maryland: Catholic Haven

• Maryland founded in 1632 
[settled 1634]
• Lord Baltimore (The Calvert 

Family)

• Refuge for Catholics

• Act of Toleration (1649)

Cecil Calvert – 2nd Lord Baltimore



Historian Eric Foner on the Maryland 
Toleration Act



Maryland Colony



The West Indies: Way Station to Mainland 
America

• Sugar from the West Indies

• Slavery used to support the sugar business
• Barbados Slave Code of 1661



Triangular Trade



Triangular Trade



Colonizing the Carolinas

• English Civil War
• Puritan takeover under Oliver Cromwell

• Many Anglicans leave England

• Savannah Indians

• Rice in the Carolinas



Late-Coming Georgia: The Buffer Colony

• 1733, Georgia founded as a buffer between S. Carolina and Spanish 
Florida


